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With the increasing immigration of Latin Americans in Spain in recent years al'so one

of the most visible street gangs has also spread to Spain, the Latin Kings. Even though the
Latin Kings try to present themselves as a simple association to defend the rights of a
minority culture in Spain, many of its members have been convicted due to crimina action
such as robbery, drug trafficking, murder and violence. In Barcelona, the murder of an
innocent adolescent by gang members in the year 2003 was the beginning of a cascade of
news about gangs and organized street crime.
In 2006, the City Council of Barcelona has legally recognized the Latin Kings in Catalonia as
a cultural organization. The designation was given way through government sponsored
programs to assist gangs with integration into society by consulting academics and law
professionals.

In this paper | will focus on the effect of the legalization in Barcelona. | will present
my own media anaysis of one of the most popular daily newspapers in Span, La
Vanguardia. | will explore the new phenomenon of street gangs by facing the following
guestions:

How has the media perception of the Latin Kings changed through the recognition as
cultural association? Could the recognition help to change the perception of the Latin Kingsin
the Spanish media?
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Latin Kings Legalized: An analysis of the media perception

1. Introduction
With the increasing immigration of Latin Americans to Spain in recent years, one of the

largest street gangs has also spread around Spain, the Latin Kings. Before the Latin American
immigration wave in the past ten years, the problem of organized street gangs was quite
unheard of in Spain, whereas in big Latin American cities gangs represented a widely known
subculture.

Even though the Latin Kings try to present themselves as a simple association to defend
the rights of young Latin American immigrants in Spain, many of its members have been
convicted due to criminal action such as robbery, drug trafficking, murder and violence.

In the course of the increasing conflicts, the two Spanish cities that are most deeply
affected by street delinquency dealt differently with the problem. While the conservative
municipa authority in Madrid outlawed the Latin Kings in 2007, the liberal city council in
Barcelona took the opposite approach.

In 2006, the Latin Kings of Catalonia were legally recognized as a cultural
organization. They were granted this status thanks to government sponsored programs, often
implemented taking into account the advice of academics and law professionas, to assist
gangs with integration into society. Among the priorities of this new statute are above all the
integration of immigrants and their education, promoting human rights and involving young
peoplein culture and sport activities.

In this paper, | will focus on the effect of the legalization of this group in Barcelona.
However, it must be said that before their recognition as a cultural organization, the presence
of the Latin Kings in Spain caused a media upheaval about this new, until then unknown
phenomenon.

Since media treatment has a profound influence on the perception of groups in society, |
will analyse whether and how the media perception of the Latin Kings changed after their
recognition as a cultural organization. My aim is, therefore, to explore the evolution of this
recent phenomenon through a media analysis.

To begin with, | will give a short overview of Latin American immigration to Spain, the
Latin Kings and how they organized themselvesin Spain.

Secondly, | will discuss the particular incident that drew the attention of Spanish media
to the Latin Kings in Spain and gave rise to media discussions on the new phenomenon of

gangs, both as amyth and as aredlity.



Thirdly, | will refer to their eventual recognition as a cultural organization in Barcelona.
Next, | will delve briefly into amediaanalysis that has been done on a similar topic and,
finally, I will proceed to present my own quantitative media analysis of the Latin Kings

phenomenon in one of the most popular daily newspapersin Spain, La Vanguardia.

2. Background
2.1. Immigration

The immigration wave of South Americans to Spain started in the mid-eighties and has
reached its climax at the end of the nineties and the beginning of the new century. While in
Barcelona in 1996 the number of South American immigrants was around 15.000, this
number increased in the year 2006 to about 127.000. Concerning the countries of origin of the
migrant contingents, in 2006, the largest ones came from Ecuador (31.423) and Peru (16.115)
(Feixa 2006a: 32).

When young South Americans come to Spain, they often face serious integration
problems. Lopez uses the term “triple-crisis’ to describe them and implies that there are three
different problems that the young immigrants face: adolescence, immigration and finding
work in Spain. The young South Americans leave their countries with high expectations.
Finally in Spain, a lot of unforeseen problems arise, such as fitting into society, finding a job
and friends, etc. Moreover, they are often confronted with racial discrimination and pushed to
the edges of society. Quite often they do not immigrate to Spain with their families or friends,
so they are very much without support. They do not have a socia network or capital on which
to rely. This situation, which makes young adolescents vulnerable, causes them to see a gang
as an attractive place of refuge. In the well-structured organization of the gangs, they find
their first contacts with people who are in a similar situation. Moreover, being part of the
group aso helps them to raise their damaged self-esteem. In the group, they do not feel
rejected anymore, they experience a bond of affection and it is there where they spend their
free time. Problems start, however, when a new member of the gang is forced to commit some
crime in order to be accepted by the older members of the group. To be more specific, when
the marginalized members of society find themselves in a safe and hierarchical network such
as a gang, they act upon orders “from above” and not anymore upon their own values and
principles. In general, this is what happens when members try to solve their social problems
of adaption, fail in their attempts and finally turn to illegal action and crime.



2.2. ThelLatin Kingsin America
Before the South American immigration wave into Spain, although not much was

known about the Latin Kings, they were associated primarily with violence and crime. This
fear in Spanish society was related to the crime history the Latin Kings had had in America.
Even today, they still have the reputation of being one of the most fearful gangs with certain
behavioura and attitudinal codes: these are, among others, their hatred toward their enemies
(other street gangs, such as the Netas) and punishment inflicted on those who try to get out of
the organization (L6pez 193).

The roots of the Latin Kings can be traced back to Chicago in the 1940s when several
young Puerto Rican males organized into a club. They emerged as a result of the racism and
discrimination that the South and Central American immigrants suffered from the white
Anglo-Saxon mainstream society. Moreover, they formed a collective to defend themselves
against other Irish and Italian street gangs. However, in the United States, the Latin Kings
were soon associated with drug trafficking, crime and violence. Due to their criminal action,
some of them were automatically deported to their country of origin. Hence, they quickly
grew and spread to big cities al over the Americas. These street gangs are now mostly
composed of Central and South American members and one of the countries where they are
most visible nowadays is Ecuador.

2.3. TheLatin Kingsin Spain
In Spain, they soon organized themselves and so today they have the typical structure of

a street gang: They have clearly marked levels of hierarchy, symbols which they themselves
identify with, a characteristic language and a common jargon, greetings and culture. The Latin
Kings identify themselves with the colours black and gold and a five-pointed star (Drago).
They are split into four “kingdoms” or territories. Madrid, referred to as “reino inca’,
Barcelona, also called “reino hispano”, Vaencial Alicante, the “reino maya’ and Murcia,
called “reino azteca’. The names of the territories underline their origina South American
identity. Each territory or “chapter” is directed by five bosses or crowns (Blin). This
represents a feature of the organizationa structure of the Latin Kings which is similar in the
United States. Beyond sharing their symbols and their organizational structure, the Latin
Kings in Spain are quite different from the much more crime-oriented Latin Kings in the
United States. In Spain, the Latin Kings have about 1.300 members (Lépez 193). Nowadays

in Barcelona between 2% and 5% of the 50.000 young Latin American immigrants belong to
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agang, 800 of them to the Latin Kings and 400 to the second-biggest Hispanic street gang, the
Netas.

3. Thenew phenomenon of theLatin Kingsin Spanish media
The two gangs mentioned above came into the public light in Barcelonain 2003, when

the 17-year old Colombian Ronny Tapias was murdered on his way home from school.
Apparently, members of the Latin Kings had wanted to take revenge on a member of the
Netas, whose name was also Ronny, and who went to the same school and resembled Ronny
Tapias physically. The actual Ronny they were after was a member of the rival gang Netas
and with whom they had had a fight some nights before. With the murder of an innocent
adolescent, a big panic broke around the city and marked a critical moment. As | will show in
my analysis of the news in the Barcelonese newspaper, the homicide was the beginning of a
cascade of news about the phenomenon of the new gangs spilt over from Latin America,
which has been present ever since. After the homicide, articles about the Latin Kings became
habitual in the newspapers. Whenever there was a fight between the Latin Kings, it was
reported and discussed extensively in the media

4. Therecognition asa cultural organization
In 2006, the Latin Kings were recognized as a cultural organization by the City Council

of Barcelona. In theory, this would help to integrate its members in social, political and
communal life of the city and remove them from organized crimes. The transformation of a
gang into a cultural organization was something utterly new and would have been unthinkable
in other cities, such as Madrid, with a much more conservative government.® However,
Barcelona has a left-leaning municipal administration and it is generally more open when it
comes to implementing new policies. ?

The initiative for the recognition came originally from the Latin Kings themselves:
They wanted to use the grounds of one of the Casals, the municipal youth centres in
Barcelona, but the municipal administration rejected their demand on the grounds that they
were considered a violent street gang. The city grew more alarmed and so in the year 2004,
the municipal administration of Barcelona assigned the anthropologist and expert in youth

cultures Carles Feixa, to investigate and to conduct a study on young South American

! Madrid's municipal administration is right and generally known for shutting of dialogue and adopting zero
tolerance policies (Feixa 2008)

2t is made up of PSOE (Socialist Democratic Party), the United Left and Esquerra Republica de Catalaunya, an
independent left-wing party (Mittrany)
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immigrants and the formations of “the new, organized collectives in Barcelona’ (Feixa in
Cerbino X). The Prevention Ministry, Ministerio de Prevencién, and the Catalan police,
mossos d esquadra, also took part in the study (Lahosa in Feixa 2006a: 317). In May 2005,
the femae leader of the Latin Kings, Melody Jaramillo, submitted their ideas for the
recognition of a cultural organization to the city authorities. The ideas have been elaborated
together with Carles Feixa and other academics and law professionals. The municipal
administration demanded that the Latin Kings made an effort to reconcile with other rival
gangs, such as the Netas, and to leave their clandestine activities and integrate themselves
fully into Spanish society. Moreover, they would have to give up all kind of criminal action,
including the rites of passage for a new gang member that consisted in enduring the pain of
being beaten up by older gang members. In November of the same year, within the framework
of the seminar Jovenes latinos. espacio publico y cultura urbana, the statute of the new
cultural organization was presented to the municipa administration of Barcelona
Furthermore, leaders of the Latin Kings and Netas declared the end of the street violence
against each other. Carles Feixa and Josep Lahosa, the director of the Prevention Ministry,
made a big contribution to approve their new status. Finaly in August 2006 the Latin Kings
were recognized as a cultural organization under the name Reyes y Reinas Latinos de
Catalufia. The Direccién General de Derecho y Entidades Juridicas approved their new
status (Cevalos).

The goals of the cultural organization are, according to their head, Melody Jaramillo,
“to favour the integration of al immigrants and promote human and civilian rights. Moreover,
the association helps immigrants to solve problems finding work and getting education”
(Mufioz). Therefore, she argues: “We are neither a gang nor a “pandilla’. Those names appear
in the sensational press’ (Echauz). The local government gave the gang money in the form of
subsidies for their cultural projects. Finaly, in April 2007, the first members of the gang had
their first public presentation as a music band, performing Reggaeton. Other members
participated in workshops on crime and gender (LOpez 195). The municipal administration
supports the cultural projects of the organization financially. However, the female president
declared that despite these activities, and the fact that they had a music band, they “would still
continue to be the Latin Kings. But being a Latin King does not mean at all that you're in
favour of practicing violence” (Echauz). Moreover, Melody Jaramillo underlines that she
detests the practice of violence. According to police reports, seven months after the
recognition, only 200 out of 800 members of the gang that live in Barcelona had joined the

association. According to Lopez, the low enthusiasm they have shown to join the association



had various reasons. “The Latin Kings are not one monolithic group. They have internal
divisions among the different sections of the organization in acity” (195).
Anyway, what seems undeniable is that the “conversion” of the Latin Kings into a

cultural organization had an impact on the media perception.

5. Mauroand Cerbino’s media analysis
Before | will present my own mediaanalysis, | will briefly outline the methodol ogy and

the outcomes of a quantitative media analysis that has been done on a similar topic. Recio and
Cerbino’s analysis was aimed at studying the perception of the Latin Kings from the year
2002 up to June 2005 in the Spanish media. The media analysis was published in 2006 in
Feixa's book JOovenes “latinos en Barcelona (165-184). For their analysis, they collected all
news on the Latin Kings published in ten printed newspapers, as well as television news, from
the years 2003 to June 2005. In afirst stage, the evolution of the news was studied and how
the Latin Kings had become a journadistic target. In a second stage of the project, a
guantitative media analysis was carried out. The most frequent words employed to refer to the
Latin Kings in newspapers articles were chosen in the ten different newspapers, one of them
being La Vanguardia. Three out of them were national newspapers, four out of ten were
regiona or autonomic newspapers and the last three were free newspapers, which are
distributed in Barcelona on a daily basis at rush hoursin critical locations.® The news in these
free papers are very condensed, the articles cramped with sensational pictures and headings
and they make a very fast read. The selected terms were divided into those with negative
connotations and those others, which were more neutral. Then, the percentage was cal culated
for each of them: 16,2% of the terms used had a neutral connotation, while 83,8% of the terms
bore a negative connotation. Recio and Cerbino conclude that almost 84% of the terms used
create a negative stereotype of the Latin Kings. Moreover, journalistic discourse contributes
to stigmatize the Latin Kings and young South American immigrants in general. Furthermore,
the media has been co-responsible for the creation of a general image of the young South
Americans in Spain as a group who are directly or indirectly related to criminal and violent
actions. Finally, the media creates a fear in society, which has consequences for all people

living together in the city (Recio and Cerbino in Feixa 2006a: 168).

3 strategic locations such as metro exits, where people on their daily way to work pass.
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6. Mediaanalysis
6.1. Methodology

In the following pages | will carry out a quantitative media analysis of data obtained
from La Vanguardia. For this purpose, | have identified all newspaper articles about the Latin
Kings from the year 2003 up to the end of 2008. In my analysis, | used the same parameters
that Recio and Cerbino used in their own. My research question was the following:

How has the perception of the Latin Kings changed in La Vanguardia after their
recognition as a cultural organization in Barcelonain 2006?

| did a “before-and-after-analysis’, setting the date of the legalization as the central
date of reference.
| started my quantitative analysis in 2003, the year Ronny Tapias was murdered. As was
pointed out earlier, the murder of Ronny Tapias sparked the Spanish media’s interest in street
gangs and, at the same time, caused a great deal of public alarm.

Did the newspaper | am basing my study on, La Vanguardia, present a better image of
the Latin Kings after the city government of Barcelona recognized them legally? Which terms
were used to name them before and after? | collected all terms referring to the Latin Kings
that were used in the printed edition of the newspaper from the years 2003 up to the end of
2008. Did neutral or even positive connotations prevail in La Vanguardia from the year 2006
onwards?

Since | am basing my quantitative analysis only on one newspaper, | will not get “an
overal media perception” like Recio and Cerbino did. However, the newspaper | have chosen
is one of the three biggest serious daily newspapers in Spain. In Recio and Cerbino’s study,
half of the newspapers used were of the sensational press. This may have had a significant
impact on their clear result: as | said, 80% of the terms used for the Latin Kings bear a

derogatory meaning and stigmatize them.

6.2. LaVanguardia
La Vanguardia is the biggest daily newspaper based in Barcelona. It is one of the most

popular ones in Spain and has a strong focus on Catalan issues. It is sold all over Spain and
has a circulation of 202.161 copies daily (Junta General). Ideologically, it does not seem to
have a clear orientation toward the left nor the right-wing political parties and, therefore, may
be placed rather in the centre. La Vanguardia was founded in 1881 and is owned by the
Grupo Godo.



6.3. Results’
6.3.1. Termsfor the Latin Kings 2003 to 2006

Graph A) shows the frequency of the terms used in articles when referring to the
Latin Kings in the years 2003 to 2005. The x-vector shows the frequency of the terms used
and the y-vector the thirteen most common terms used in La Vanguardia.

By far the most common term used is bandas (gangs), which in itself already bears a
negative connotation. Also very often used is banda followed by a derogatory adjective, such
as e.g. violenta (violent) or rival (rival). The second most common term is pandilla (gang),
which has a dightly less negative connotation than banda. The neutral term grupo (group) is
used very little compared to banda and pandilla. Moreover, the adjectives used to define
grupo and banda are often the same: the Latin Kings are described as violent / rival groups or
street gangs. The newspaper lumps them together and creates a derogatory and generalized
image.

Terms with a neutral connotation that were used in articles are grupos, tribus urbanos
(urban clans) and colectivos (collectives). In the graph they are illustrated as the three lower
bars. The two upper terms, organizacion cultural (cultural organization) and asociacion
cultural (cultura association), which bear a positive connotation, have not been found in any
of the articles about the Latin Kings: They do not appear associated to the Latin Kings until
2006, the year of their legalization. The other eight bars al have a negative connotation.
Consequently, terms with a negative connotation are used in La Vanguardia in the years 2003

to 2005 more than three times as often as terms with a neutral connotation.

6.3.2. Chronology of articles 2003 to 2005
Attachment B) represents the amount of articlesin La Vanguardia in the years 2003 to

2005.

As the diagram clearly indicates, the murder of Ronny Tapias in late October 2003 was
the beginning and, at the same time, the peak of the media coverage of the Latin Kings. One
month after the homicide nine young Ecuadorians and Dominicans were arrested. Three of
them were underage and convicted. The court case of the other six, who were of full age, took

place in April 2005 and was documented thoroughly by the Spanish media. Throughout the

* All graphsreferred to in this chapter are to be found in the annex.
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process, the street gangs, both as a myth and as a reality, were highly visible in the media.
Moreover, thisinitiated the debates about the new phenomenon of gangs.

Apart from the news of the murder of Ronny Tapias and the court process of the
murderers, the murder of a 23-year-old Dominican immigrant, member of the Latin Kings, in
November 2004 and a fight in December of the same year between the Latin Kings and the
Netas also raised the relatively high amount of news throughout the year.

The graph of the year 2005 shows a similar structure than the one of 2004. In January
2005, news reported extensively about confrontations between the Latin Kings and the Netas.
Other fights between the two gangs followed. As mentioned earlier, in April 2005 the court
case against the murderers of Ronny Tapias was conducted. After the sentence, the debates
about street gangs in Spain continued.

6.3.3. Chronology of articles 2006 to 2008
Attachment C) displays the number of articles which appeared in La Vanguardia

between the years 2006 and 2008.

In 2006, on average one to two articles were printed per month. Two criminal acts were
discussed, one in February, a stabbing of a man by a group, and one in November, a rivalry
between members of the Latin Kings where severa people were injured. The lega
recognition as a cultural organization in August was discussed throughout the year.

In 2007, a massive street fight between hundreds of young Latin American immigrants
and Spanish adolescents in Alcorcdn, atown close to Madrid, was reported.

In February 2008, the murder of an adolescent Venezuelan immigrant where the Latin
Kings were involved and another fight in August, with several injured caused the increase of
articles. Towards the end of the year 2008, news reported about a cultural project of the Reyes
y Reinas de Catalufia. Under the project name Unidos por € Flow (United through “flow”) the

cultural association recorded a CD together with members of their rivals, Netas.

6.3.4. Termsfor theLatin Kings 2006 to 2008
Graph D) shows the frequency of the terms used in articles when referring to the Latin

Kings in the years 2006 to 2008 compared to the frequency of terms used in 2003 to 2005.

The order of terms illustrated in the graph is the same as in the previous graph: Terms
represented as the two upper bars imply a positive connotation, the following eight terms a
negative connotation and the three lower bars a neutral connotation.
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The two upper bars, organizacion cultural and asociacion cultural (cultural
organization and cultural association) are referred to the Latin Kings in the year 2006 for the
first time.

Terms with a negative connotation, pandilla, bandas, bandas violentas, bandas latinas,
bandas o grupos rivales, grupos violentos and grupos callgjeros are used a lot less than in the
years before the legalization. Generally, the bars 2006 to 2008 have a similar length, which
indicates that a broader vocabulary is used to refer to the Latin Kings. In the years 2003 to
2005 in contrast, almost only terms like banda and pandilla (gang) were used, which shape a
one-dimensional image of a violent gang. The average of terms used in the years 2006 to
2008, shows, that still the most often used reference is gang, banda and pandilla. The second
most often reference is asociacion cultural. Moreover, organizacion cultural is used
comparably often. Especially in 2006 when the recognition was discussed in the newspaper,
the terms asociacion cultural and organizacion cultural, dropped alot. In the same year also
banda and pandilla were used a lot, especially in articles that dealt with the two crime acts
that happened by the end of the year. However, in the two following years, articles and news
reports often used terms with a neutral connotation, such as grupos, grupos latinos and tribus

urbanos.

6.4. Evaluation
The attachments A) and B) give an overview of the number of articles published on the

Latin Kingsin La Vanguardia over the years.

The high amount of news reports right after the homicide of Ronny Tapias might also
be caused by a genera of the people in sensational news. With the murder, the curiosity but
also darm and fear of the new phenomenon of the street gangs awoke in society. “They
promote an image of Latin American street gangs as a new form of youth violence that is
becoming a public security problem” (Feixa 2008: 69). However, my analysis of La
Vanguardia leads to the assumption that crime action in Barcelona from 2006 onwards tends
to decrease. Still, as the diagrams show, the Latin Kings were a constant topic. From 2008
onwards, many articles reported about other gangs, such as Maras, Netas, Black Panthers, etc.
Did the curiosity and panic of the Latin Kings after some years switch over to other gangs?

Generdly, after the recognition as a cultural organization, articles in La Vanguardia
deal more carefully with negative terms to refer to the Latin Kings. Still, many news reports
of crime action drew a direct line to the Latin Kings even though the suspects were other
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collectives. The Latin Kings were definitely the first gang that was discussed so extensively in
the news.

The music project Unidos por € Flow (United through “flow") is one example for the
activities of the new cultural organization. Several articles about the project towards the end
of the year 2008 reveal that the media perception has changed. For the first time the two rival
gangs Latin Kings and Netas appeared together in articles that where not about criminal
action against each other. Instead, they recorded a CD together. This Hip Hop and Reggaeton
CD was released a few months later. La Vanguardia reports positively about the music

project.

Although | based my study on a quantitative media analysis, | want to close my
evauation with some fina remarks, which could be expanded into a qualitative media
anaysis.

Generaly, the columns where news appear, give evidence about the type and content of
the news. Therefore, | will give a short comparison of the columns where articles about the
Latin Kings are found over the years.

La Vanguardia features articles on political events, crime, society, opinion, regional
news, entertainment, arts, business and sports. Moreover, La Vanguardia has a weekend
supplement. Articles before the year 2006 appeared partly in different columns than in the
years after.

From 2003 to 2005, the murder of Ronny Tapias and the investigations that followed
appeared many times as headlines on the first page of the newspaper. Fights between gang
members were also headed with catchy phrases on the front page, especially in 2005. Many
articles about the new phenomenon of gangs appeared in the columns society, opinion and
regiona news. The headings of the articles many times bear a derogatory reference to the
Latin Kings. The weekend supplement often contained articles about the new, evolving gang
culturein Spain.

From the year 2006 onwards, articles that dealt with the Latin Kings in Barcelona
appeared in partly different columns. News about projects of the cultural organization Reyesy
Reinas de Catalufia were reported in the regional news column devoted to arts and
entertainment. However, on the Latin Kings in other parts of Spain, especially in Madrid, the
articles were still published in the columns society and national news. While in Catalonia the
criminal action of the Latin Kings seems to have decreased dlightly in 2006, especially in
Madrid the rivalry between gangs continued.
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7. Conclusion
The recognition as a cultural organization has been a positive move and has, at least to a

certain extent, kept its promise of making the integration of the Latin Kings into the host
society easier. The media analysis has aso proven that journalists seem to be more
considerate now in their choice of language.

Diez and Fontal claim that “media have a big influence in the process of creating a
discourse and opinion. Moreover, they can shape the forms of how to understand the world”
(in Feixa 2006a: 166). Accordingly, journalists have a major influence on thinking processes
and maybe even on certain codes of conduct in society. The massive street fight near Madrid
in the year 2007, where hundreds of Spanish and Latin American adolescents were involved,
reflected the growing tension between two ethnic groups. By using derogatory terms and
references to certain ethnic groups, the media quite clearly contribute to stigmatizing them.

In order to obtain a more complete picture | am planning to continue with the media
analysis by taking into account other newspapers. In addition to La Vanguardia, | will use two
of the most popular Spanish newspapers - El Pais and El Mundo. It might be interesting to
have in particular these two newspapers since the first one mentioned, El Pais, isaliberal
newspaper and the second one mentioned, El Mundo, is conservative. Maybe | will also use
internet articles and / or television broadcasts (documentaries, news etc.) to base my study on,
depending on the amount of relevant information | will get from the printed media.

Since the context of the news written is very important, | am planning to do a

gualitative analysis. Potentia indicators could be:

- In which column (e.g. events, local news, society, culture etc.) did and do news about the
Latin Kings appear?

- How many times and in which context does the name Latin Kings occur in the mediawith a
criminal act (or the word criminal act) before and after the legalisation?

- In which contexts and how many times are the Latin Kings referred to as “a gang” ?

- How many times where the Latin Kings associated with culture before and after the

legalization?

A qualitative analysis would also enable me to broaden the focus of my research

guestion and discuss whether the recognition as a cultural organization could serve as a model
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to assist minorities. Can the recognition, apart from integrating minorities into Spanish
society, also be implemented to solve other integration problems and advance cultural
integration?

Another aspect that should be taken into consideration when discussing the positive
outcome of Feixa s project is the fact that only two hundred out of eight hundred Latin Kings
in Barcelona form part of the cultural organization. The reasons not to join the cultural
organization could be various and cannot be deduced from a media analysis. Nevertheless,
they possibly refuse to join the cultural organization out of protest against society and
presumably those members decide not to join who are most involved in crimina action. The
chronology of the years 2006 to 2008 has shown that there was not a clear decrease of
criminal action caused by the Latin Kings. Which measures could be taken that more
members, especially those who are involved in criminal action, also join the cultural
organization?

However, a very positive and important aspect in my eyes is the fact that each Latin
King has to decide to join the legal organization or not. Every single one has to inscribe
actively in the organization in order to become a member. It is not a stamp that is set on the
Latin Kings from authorities. It would be interesting to see how many Latin Kings have
joined the legal organization over the years 2006 to 2008. If there is a clear tendency that
more members join over the years, the recognition has been a positive step. The Latin Kings
see the benefits that are associated with the recognition and decide to join. Possibly in the

future they will spend more time working on cultural projects than out in the streets.
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C) Number of articleson the Latin Kingsin La Vanguardia— 2006 to 2008
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D) Termsused in La Vanguardia 2003 to 2005 and 2006 to 2008 in comparision
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